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Victoria A. W. Graham* : A new species of Justicia 
(Acanthaceae) from Nepal 

V. W. — yujtgtJr y ^ j -r d’j^co— gFf|g 

Justicia tukuchensis V.W. Graham, sp. nov. (Fig. 1). 

Species nova sectionis Calophanoidis, }. quadrifariae structura inflorescen- 
tiae pollinis seminumque affinis, sed foliis ovatis haud ellipticis basi rotundatis 
haud attenuatis floribus majoribus praecipue differt. 

Herba ad 35 cm. alta. Caulis quadrangularis, lineas duas pubescentes longi- 
tudinales ferens, basi procumbens, e nodis inferioribus radicantes. Folia 3-5 cm. 
longa, ovata, basi rotundata, apice acuta, supra pubescentia infra praeter costas 
glabra, cystolithos 0.2-0.3 mm. longos lineares numerosos continens. Petioli 
absentes vel raro ad 3 mm. longi. Inflorescentia sessilis axillaris, e fasciculi 
condensati pauciflori (in quoque axilla foliae 2 vel raro 3 floribus) composita. 
Bracteae vestigiales, 1.5 mm. longae spathulatae, vel absentes. Bracteolae ves- 
tigiales, subulatae, vel absentes. Pedicelli absentes. Calyx 6-7 mm. longus, 
quinquepartitus, segmentis aequalibus, anguste triangularibus, glabris vel mar- 
gine sparsim puberulis, Corolla 13-14 mm. longa, alba purpureo-notata; tubus 
7 mm. longus ; labium inferius 6 mm. longum, trilobum lobis 1 mm. longis ; labium 
superius emarginatum; faux ad basin venarum prinoipalium pubescens. An- 
therarum thecae superpositae obliquae aequales (1.1mm. longae), inferiore 
appendice magna (longitudine c. 1/3 thecae partem aequanti) munita. Granula 
pollinis bipora, quoque poro utrinque 6-8 insulis in una serie disposito ornato. 
Ovarium glabrum. Capsula 8-9 mm. longa, sterilis per c. 1/3 longitudinis, 
glabla. Semina 1.6 mm. diametro, leviter compressa, rugulosa-tuberculata. 

Nepal: Ghasa, S. of Tukucha, Kali Gandaki, 7,500ft. (Aug. 28, 1954, 
Stainton, Sykess & Williams 7515), Holotypus-BM. 

Species of Justicia sect. C alophanoides are easily recognised by the few- 
flowered, condensed, sessile, axillary inflorescence. The 2-porate pollen with 2 
rows of insulae, and the rugulose-tuberculate seeds are also characteristic of 
the section. Although sect. Calophanoides is widespread in Africa and Asia 
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and extends southwards through Indonesia to Australia, J. tukuchensis is the 
only species of this section recorded from Nepal. It is distinguished from other 
species of the section by its sessile or subsessile ovate leaves with rounded 
bases. It is probably most closely related to J. quadrifaria (Nees) T. Anders., 
from which it can be separated by the ovate not elliptic leaves, rounded not 
attenuate at the base, and the larger flowers. 

* * * * 
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